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Went down to the drill Hall at 7.30 to see the Rhayader volunteers
drill, but the hall was deserted and the volunteers had gone out to
see or take part in the Rebecca riots,1 a large party of Rebeccaites
being out spearing salmon below Rhayader Bridge. We watched the
spearing from the Bridge, a most picturesque sight.

Wednesday, 27 November

I had a letter from Mr. Venables proposing that I should take Sam
Cowper Coles as a pupit Wrote to Dora on the subject, I think
I shall take the boy, 13 years old at ^80 a year.

Advent Sunday. December Day
Hoarse as a raven.

Saturday, 7 December

Indoors aU day with a bad sore throat, very hoarse, deaf, stupefied
and stunned. Expecting Mr. Giles. He came at evening, and pre-
scribed tannin and glycerine to paint the interior of the throat.

2nd Sunday in Advent, 8 December

Fine and cold in the morning, overcast in the afternoon, glass
falling and snow threatening. Good congregations.

In the bright sunny morning the sheep were all dotted white
about the green slopes across the river. They were all lying down
almost at even distances from each other. It was a peaceful pastoral
scene. There is a still green beauty peculiar to a fine winter's morning
and afternoon which is not seen in summer.

Monday, 16 December

The ground very slippery and dangerous. Children sliding on the
Wye below Bredwarcune Bridge where the river is frozen half-
across. At Moccas Bridge the Wye is frozen entirely over. Snow
began to fall at 9 a.m. and continued to fall till 2 p.m.

Tuesday, 17 December

Sharp frost again last night. The snow clouds cleared off and the
day became cloudless and blue and brilliant. The bridge in the
sunshine was most beautiful. We have cut down several of the
shrubs, evergreen oak, Portugal laurel, and laurustinus under the

1 The Rebecca Riots were caused by a secret society of Welshmen in 1843- Th*
object was to abolish turnpike gates, of which they destroyed many by night. The
leader of these bands was always dressed as a woman and called Rebecca. See Genesis,
rriv. <5o.